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Maria, do you know anything about dugongs?
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Dugongs eat seagrass.

An adult dugong can eat up to:
- e [
seagrass, every day.

30 kg seagrass /



A long time ago, dugongs lived all along the east coast of Africa, from Mozambique in the

south, up to Somalia and into the Red Sea. They also lived around Madagascar and the

- islands of the Seychelles. But in most of those places, there are no dugongs left now, or only

small groups.
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Seychelles . Areas where dugongs
lived in the past.

Only small groups

now exist here.

Bazaruto
Archipelago

Bazaruto is the last place in East Africa where a large group of dugongs live.




Why did dug o@ssd&sappeaf from ;-a:?_f-b;n-r__p‘:la'-cfe“_g,l_; m::mu?
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Dugongs spend lots of time in shallow waters, where there is lots
of seagrass. And this means they are often in danger.




What kind of danger?

Well, human activities can be R Bt T
dangerous for dugongs. For example, when people drive fast
in motorboats, they might hit a dugong as it comes up to the
surface to breathe. Some dugongs get badly injured that way.
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~Dugongs breathe aif; just like us.“They can only hold their breath

underwater for a few minutes.
So if they accidentally get tangled up in a fishing net and cannot

get to the surface to breathe, they drown.




‘In some places, people used to‘-*‘h‘.dnt: dugonghs, because they used

them for food.

But they are protected now, in Mozambique and many other countries.

That means hunting is not allowed.



| bet dugongs don't like pollution and trash in the water where they

live.



That's right, Amelia. Pollution and other damage to the sea floor ™

can cause the seagrass to die. And then there is no food
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What can we do to keep our dugongs

safe, Maria?
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Everyone fishing in the cnreo.s/u.uée\e &ugaogsx/lwe should femember

the big nets that can entangle dugongs are no‘E allowed!

If you see that kind of net, be sure to let one of the

park rangers know so we can remove it.




We need to protect seagrass meadoum, so that dugongs
have plenty of food and safe places to feed and to rest.
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Fishing nets should never //Agged over seagrass, and boats

should avoid shallow seo.grass areas so they do not damage

SEOQ_"OSS meadows.




Scientists also do research on dugongs, to find out how many animals







If we protect dugongs and the places where they live, we a
protect many other kinds of life under the water, like the
turtles, seahorses, mapalo and many kinds of baby fishes

that also live in the seagrass.



Hnd When we protect them, we also benefit. We are all connected,

geiie need a healthy ocean to surﬁ»@ﬁWa us with food,
jUs¢ as dugongs do. B——
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Let's all work together to protect Mozambique's dugongs!







Some facts about dugongs:

They are mammals. So they breathe air just like us, and have hair
(just a little bit!) on their bodies.

They can grow up to 3 metres in length, and weigh

up to 500 kg - that's heavy!




"Dugongs can l*r up-to 70 488 rs - a Qut:’ fessamerEsia human.
Theg-ﬁa;e one baby, after'abolt 14.m %ths of pregnancy.

After it is born, a young 3-..690:19 stays with

its mother for about a year and a half.

The dugongs in Bazaruto are an ‘isolated’ population - they live
far from other areas where many dugongs live, and so they
cannot breed with dugongs from those areas. It also means
they need special protection to make sure they do not disappear

completely from Africa’s coast.
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Australia is home to the largest
population of dugongs in the world.



About the author

Ruth H. Leeney is a marine biologist and writer from lreland.
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sharks and rays. Whilst working as the Research Coordinator for the

Bazaruto Archipelago National Park from 2019 to 2020, she developed the idea

for this book. ‘'The Dugongs of Bazaruto' is intended to communicate the importance

of the park’'s unique population of dugongs to Mozambicans - especially the inhabitants

of Bazaruto Archipelago - and readers all around the world. This is her third educational book.

About the illustrator

Ouwen Williams is a professional illustrator based in the UK.
He has illustrated a number of books for children and adults.
This is his second book with Ruth Leeney.

You can see more of his illustrations at

instagram.com/owenartsillos



Giraffe seahorse - Hippocampus camelopardalis

Blue barred parrotfish - Scarus ghobban

Mapalo (pearl oyster) - Pinctada imbricata

Hawksbill turtle - Eretmochelys imbricata

Golden trevally - Gnathanodon speciosus
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